
Year  6  Geography
Why does  popu lat i on  change?

Key vocabulary

population  The number of people living in a particular place.

densely
populated  An area that contains many people relative to its size.

sparsely
populated  An area that has few people relative to its size. 
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Global  populat ion d i str ibut ion

 popu lat ion 
d i s t r ibut ion

How peop le  are spread
across  a spec i f i c  area .

Map showing g loba l  populat ion dens i ty  



Reasons for  populat ion dec l ine

I ncrease in
immigrat ion .  

Decrease in  
death rate .  

Natura l  d i sas ters .

Increase in
emigrat ion .  

Decrease in
b i r th  rate .  

A s tab le  job and
income .

Increase in  b i r th
rate .

L i t t l e  access  to
hosp i ta l s  and
med ic ine .  

Spread of
d i sease .

Increase in
death rate .

Cons i s tent  access
to food .

War and conf l i c t .

C lean ,  spac ious
hous ing .  

L i t t l e  or  no
access  to  c l ean
water .
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The average number of
bab ies  born per 1000
peop le  every year.

The average number of
peop le  dy ing per 1000
peop le  every year.

Reasons for  populat ion growth

Push factors  -  Negat i ve  factors  that  push peop le  away from a p lace .

Pul l  factors  -  Pos i t i ve  factors  that  pu l l  peop le  towards a p lace .

•To escape conf l i c t  or  war.  
•To escape natura l  d i sas ters .  
•Pover ty ( l i t t le  money) .  
•L i t t le  access  to  hea l thcare .  
•Few jobs .  
•H igh cr ime rate .  
•L i t t le  food ,  crop fa i lure .  
•Harsh c l imate .  
•L i t t le  or  no access  to
educat ion .  
•Unhappy .

•To f ind a good job.  
•To be c loser  to  fami ly  and
fr i ends .  
•Good access  to  hea l thcare .  
•Safety ( lack of  war) .  
•Low cr ime rate .  
•Access  to  good educat ion .
•Pleasant  c l imate and
landscape .  
•To f ind a bet ter  qua l i ty  of
l i fe .  
•Respect  for  d i f ferent
cu l tures ,  re l i g ions  and be l i e fs .

Key vocabulary

migration The act of people moving from one place to another.

refugee People forced to leave their country to find safety
because of conflict, violence or war.



Reasons for  populat ion dec l ine

I ncrease in
immigrat ion .  

Decrease in  
death rate .  

Natura l  d i sas ters .

Increase in
emigrat ion .  

Key vocabulary

migration The act of people moving from one place to
another.

refugee People forced to leave their country to find
safety because of conflict, violence or war.

Decrease in
b i r th  rate .  

A job and money .

Increase in  b i r th
rate .

L i t t l e  access  to
med ic ine .

D i seases .

Increase in
death rate .

Access  to  food .

War and conf l i c t .

C lean house .

L i t t l e  or  no
access  to  c l ean
water .
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The average number of
bab ies  born per 1000
peop le  every year.

The average number of
peop le  dy ing per 1000
peop le  every year.

Reasons for  populat ion growth

cu l turessafe ty

cr ime

war

job



Key vocabulary

population  The number of people living in a
particular place.

densely
populated

An area where lots of people live
compared to the size of the place

sparsely
populated

An area where only a few people
live compared to the size of the

place.
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