
Key Vocabulary

Exchange Giving something to someone and receiving
something in return.

Jorvik The city now called York.

Oral tradition The passing of stories and poems by word of mouth
from one generation to another

Saga A long story of heroic achievement found in Norse
literature.

Trade route A long-distance route along which items are
transported.

Vikings
Scandinavian people who raided, invaded and

settled in other countries between the 8th to 11th
centuries.

Traders
Us ing  longboat s ,  t he  Vik i ng s

c reated  t rad ing  rou te s  th roughou t
Europe .  

They  so ld  i t ems  l i ke  t imber,  wheat ,
woo l ,  fu r  and  f i s h ;

They  rece i ved  s i l ve r,  sp i c e s ,  w ine ,
j ewe l l e ry ,  s i l k  and  g la s s .

Sett l e rs
The  Vik i ng s  s ta r ted  to  s tay  ove r  the

w in te r  month s .   
Somet imes ,  t he  Ang lo -Sa xons  gave

them land  so  they  wou ld  s top
at tack ing .

I n  AD 878 ,  A l f red  the  Great  made  a
peace  dea l  w i th  the  Vik i ng s  to  sp l i t

Eng land  i n to  2 par t s .  
The  Vik i ng  par t  was  ca l l ed  Dane law.

Raiders
The  Vik i ng  ra i d s  o f  Br i ta i n

s ta r ted  i n  793 AD.  
The  Vik i ng s  ra i ded  i n  the

summer.  
They  s to le  va luab le  i t ems  f rom

monas te r i e s  and  v i l lages .
They  ens laved  peop le  be fo re

re tu rn ing  home .  
Ra id i ng  showed brave ry .  

History

His tory  -  The  Vik ings
Were  the  Vik i ng s  ra i de rs ,  t raders  o r  someth ing  e l s e?
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T ime l i ne  of  the
top i c  I  am
current ly
l earn ing .

T ime l i ne  of
the  top i c s  I

have
prev ious ly
l earnt ,  so  I

can  see
where  the

current
top i c  f i t s  i n

t ime  w i th
other

top i c s .
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793 AD  
The V ik ings  ra id

L ind i s farne
Pr io ry .

820  AD
Vik ing ra ids

cont inue .

865 AD
The Great

V ik ing Army
invades
Eng land .

 878 AD  
A l f red de feat s
the  V ik ings  at
the  Bat t l e  o f

Ed ington .

878 AD  
A t reaty sp l i t s

Eng land be tween the
Ang lo-Saxons  and
V ik ings  (Dane law) .

AD 886  
A l f red o f  Wessex

takes  London f rom
the V ik ings .

901-937 AD
The Ang lo-
Saxons  take

contro l  o f  Eas t
Ang l ia . -

 954 AD  
Er i c  B loodaxe
( las t  V ik ing
k ing )  d i e s .

954-980 AD 
The V ik ings  carry

out  new ra ids

1016 AD  
Cnut  o f
Denmark

becomes K ing
of  Eng land .

1042 AD
Edward the

Confes sor  (Ang lo-
Saxon)  becomes
K ing o f  Eng land .


